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There is a story in Bible saying that if there are brothers and sisters who are cold and hungry, when they come to us, we should not just ask them go in peace. Instead, we should do something to response to their physical needs. It is because “faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” (James 2:17)

There are more than 700 people died from political killings, 21 of them are church workers. These people are targeted because they transformed their faith into actions. They refused to compromise with the government. They side with the peasants, workers, progressive group, and struggle with them. Although they know that their lives are being threatened, they insist to walk with the poor.

There are two cases I want to share with you. The first one is Fr. William Tedena of the Philippines Independent Church. He has been supporting the peasants in Hacienda Luista to claim their land which is promised under the land reform. Although there was massacre to suppress the peasant movement in Hacienda Luista in November 2004 which 7 peasants were shot to death, he was not terrorized. He kept supplying rice to the peasants and denouncing the militarization in sermons. Maybe because of his supportive acts to the peasants, he was eventually killed in March 2005.

Another priest who is targeted is Fr. Terry. He is also from the Philippines Independent Church. He was the regional coordinator of Bayan Muna. In this year, two vice-chairpersons of his organization were killed. There were also some suspicious looking men on motorcycles going around his seminary. However, he insists to stay in his pastoral district and in the movement.

From these examples, we can see that the Philippines Independent Church not just concerning the spiritual growth of people, but also endeavor in human rights issues and social problems in the society. Therefore, Philippines Independent Church is one of the denominations which identified by the military as “enemy of the state”. 

During the fact finding mission, we have interviewed some of the victims families. They have some messages to the Hong Kong people. They hope Hong Kong will never experience the military harassment and they hope Hong Kong people can support their movement. Although the victims families are in distressed situation, they are very brave to speak up for victims to demand justice. As the government turns a deaf ear to their voices, we should join them and spread their message to Hong Kong people as well as the international society. We will continue to support the movement in Hong Kong and we will be in solidarity with the Filipino friends.

