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For the people in Hong Kong where the society is relatively stable, discussions about peace would always seem an oddity, despite our frequent talks about the need to cultivate a sense of crisis or being prepared for the rainy days. Likewise, Christians in Hong Kong rarely explore the topic of peace as it seems remote and deeply beyond their reach, although biblical scholars have clearly indicated to us that the gospel or good news as stated in the New Testament is in fact synonymous refer to peace (shalom) in the Old Testament.

In May this year, together with four young Hong Kong Christians, I attended a conference in Taiwan, namely ‘Peace for Young People of North-East Asia’. The conference was organized by the Christian Conference of Asia. Apart from Hong Kong, participants to the conference included also representatives from Taiwanese, Japanese and South Korean. During the conference, the representatives from Taiwan expressed their utmost concern over the outbreak of war in Taiwan as a result of the tension over Taiwanese Strait China. The representatives from Japan pointed out the fact that the government have been actively promoting the amendment to Clause 9 of the Japanese Constitution which makes way for the Japanese military dispatch of troops abroad. Representatives from South Korean shared concerns of North-South division and expressed desires for the pursuit of unification. Participants pointed out in common that it was the United States plays a significant role for all these political issues and dynamics. 
During the conference, the youth representatives from Hong Kong however, presented not the international or military issues, but three events that took place in Hong Kong. The issues they mentioned were the unfair medical treatment of the pregnant women from mainland, whose spouse are Hong Kong residents while they are not yet given Hong Kong citizenship. When they came to Hong Kong and delivered babies, they have to pay much extra for the hospital. The second and third issues were the demolishment of the Star Ferry Pier by the government, and the escalating problem of family violence. The reason for these issues being brought up was, on one hand, Hong Kong is exempted from obligations and responsibilities for national defense as a result of the Basic Law, on the other hand, and more importantly, representatives from Hong Kong aware that peace issues involve not only tensions and conflicts of international relations amongst countries, but violence as a matter of fact could be visible as well invisible our daily living. As a result, we have to be sensitive and reflective about the violent issues so much so that we are able to combat against it. Bearing such an awareness of the scope of violence and peace, the youth representatives from Hong Kong chosen the above mentioned issues to reflect on Hong Kong’s situation. In their views, there is no peace and harmony in society where conflicts, violence and exclusion exist.

It is true that the gospel is personal and for this reason we spread the gospel of peace to people in the hope that they will make reconciliation with God. However, from the concerns that raised by the youth representatives from Hong Kong in the conference, it reflects clearly that peace include interpersonal, social, economic, international and cosmic dimensions. All these dimensions are closely linked together and mutually affected one another. As a result, we have to be peace making and bring forth peace to strive for an integration of our inner lives with the outside world. This is also what we were told by Prophet Isaiah in his advocacy for peace (Isaiah 11) and by Jesus’ mission statement (Luke 4). Gospel must bring about full, everlasting and ultimate reconciliation. We are once and again being reminded by the scriptures that peace does not mean keeping silent or seeking superficial harmony at any cost including giving up our principles. On the contrary, peace must be built on just and equal relationship. That is why the Lord declared through Prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 11:4, 61:8) that justice was the basic requirement for building a new world and cosmic order. Justice is the pre-requisite for peace.
Jurgen Moltmann, a theologian, expresses the theological discourse of peace should be engaged in the theology of eschatology. Only by having this eschatological understanding, then we will neither too narrow or naïve to think that peace can be achieved on earth nor passively believing that peace can only be achieved after lives. As followers of Christ, we lead everyday by the conviction of the Lord’s Prayer “hallowed be your Name, and your kingdom come”. It is our Christians’ commitment to quest for peace in order to pursue God’s kingdom on earth.
To give up concerns on peace issues is not only a great loss for Christians in Hong Kong, but also it is a great indebtedness. This is because peace is not something trivial to us, but we must admit and declare once again ‘peace is the essence of gospel’. As a result, the Church needs not only a ministry of evangelism, but also a ministry of social concern. The Church do not only organize evangelical programs, but also to engage actively in the issues of social injustice such as unfair treatment/discrimination suffered by the mainland pregnant women whose spouse are Hong Kong residents,  government’s forceful demolishment of Star Ferry Pier, family violence, bar benders’ strike, political reform and global warming etc. The Church needs to involve in the social justice issues by conducting research, initiating discussions and prayers. More importantly, the Church must walk into the world, understand the difficulties of these people who are troubled by these issues. By staying with the sufferers in the society, we all learn and become the peace-makers of God. 
PAGE  
1

