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We Remember Them

A narrative on the June 18 candle-light vigil by Hong Kong-based overseas Filipino workers, human rights advocates and supporters of the Stop the Killings campaign in the Philippines for Rafael Markus Bangit and all victims of political killings in the Philippines

Father’s Day was not only a day to remember Rafael Markus Bangit and all the fathers. Every mother, daughter, sibling, child and friend was also remembered. 

On June 18, more than 200 overseas Filipino workers and their friends from various organizations and nationalities gathered at Chater Road in Central, Hong Kong for a candle-light vigil to commemorate Rafael Markus Bangit and the more than 680 victims of political killings in the Philippines. The Cordillera Alliance (CORALL), an alliance of Cordilleran migrant organizations, led the said activity.

Various Filipino migrant organizations attended the activity: the United Filipinos in Hong Kong, United Pangasinan Hong Kong, Filipino Migrant Workers’ Union, Abra Tinguian Ilocano Society and the Migrante Sectoral Party. Migrant-serving institutions such as the Mission for Migrant Workers (MFMW), Bethune House Migrant Women’s Refuge and the Asia Pacific Mission for Migrants were also present.
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The program started with Josie Pingkihan, chairperson of CORALL, explaining the rationale for the candle light vigil as well as demanding justice for slain Rafael Markus Bangit, known tribal leader of the Cordillerans. Tears flowed as Josie questioned the unabashed killings of activists and human rights defenders in her home country. She vowed herself and colleagues from Hong Kong not to waver in the struggle until all the killings have stopped.

Marlyn Gammond read the statement of the Cordillera People’s Alliance on the slaying of Rafael Markus Bangit.

A culture of protest, of struggle

Corazon Amaya-Canete, Filipino poet and artist, read a poem entitled “Isang Panalangin/Isang Panata” (One Prayer/One Pledge) commemorating all the victims of human rights violations. Agnes Diosan of another Filipino migrant organization read the poem “Tyrant II” to describe the fascist nature of the Philippine government.
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The Likha Filipino Migrant Cultural Group likewise led the people into singing “Unang Alay” (First Offering) to remember friends and loved ones who have sacrificed their lives for the cause they believed in.

The protest culture among the Filipino migrant workers in Hong Kong has grown through the years in response to the issues that confront them both in Hong Kong and the Philippines. The growing number of political killings in the Philippines has only fueled the fire raging in the hearts of the OFWs, which were expressed in many ways including cultural performances presented during the vigil.

Expressing rage, solidarity
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Rose Wu of the Hong Kong Christian Institute expressed the Hong Kong people’s solidarity and support for the campaign to stop the killings. She gave a heart-warming speech remembering and trying to comfort the families who have lost their fathers, mothers, friends and loved ones. Rose is involved with the launching of Hong Kong Mission, a fact-finding mission involving Hong Kong people to visit the Philippines and support the current campaign.

Bruce Van Voorhis of the Asian Human Rights Commission and convenor of the Hong Kong Campaign for the Advancement of Human Rights and Peace in the Philippines expressed solidarity with the Filipino people. He criticized the Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo government for responding to the demands for justice with silence. Bruce alluded this silence to condoning the killings and condemned the said government for it.

Other solidarity friends who attended the service were from Christian Conference of Asia, Asian Centre for People’s Progress, Hong Kong Alliance in support of Democratic and Patriotic Movements of China, World Student Christian Federation – Asia-Pacific and the Asian Students Association. Migrant organizations from Thailand, Nepal and Indonesia under the banner of the Asian Migrants Coordinating Body as well as friends from Australia and the United States were present.

The sheer number of solidarity friends attending can only present the growing support that the Stop the Killings campaign in the Philippines is receiving. Violation of human rights strikes at the heart of any person and deserves the strongest condemnation.
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Lighting a candle for justice, for peace

A prayer service followed with Father Terry Revollido, head of the Philippine Independent Church’s Council of Priests and Pangasinan chapter chairperson of Bagong Alyansang Makabayan (New Patriotic Alliance) officiating it.

Juliet Bestoguey of Cordillera Alliance led leaders from various Filipino migrants’ alliances in the candle lighting as the Cordillera Catholic Choir sang the song “Let There be Peace on Earth”.

Vicky Casia-Cabantac, Lucia Rose Afidchao and Rosario Abaquita gave short prayers for victims they know well. A short moment of silence and prayer was also observed for all the victims.
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Juliet Bestoguey closed the program by thanking all those who have attended the vigil and encouraged everyone to join in the ongoing campaign. Death, she said, does not end the cause of people involved in changing their situation.

The vigil was concluded with the constant reminder that the deaths of Rafael Markus Bangit and the 680 others are not in vain. That what they died for is not a dead cause. That as we call for justice to their senseless killings we will continue on with the struggle.

The people then sang the Bayan Ko (My Country).
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